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Welcome to St Gregory's

If you are visiting, we invite you to take a Welcome Card from the pew holder, and if you are

willing, fill it out and put it in the offering plate or give it to a greeter so that we might thank you for
worshipping with us. All are truly welcome to participate in worship, and we believe our community is
made stronger by your unique presence as we join in prayer and communion.

Our Worship

In the Episcopal Church, we often say that praying shapes believing, so how we worship in word
and action shapes how we believe and respond to God. We are physical creatures made in God's
image, and the physical nature of our worship helps us to connect more fully to God. Therefore, at
St. Gregory's, we change our liturgy during each liturgical season to help us more fully embrace the
theology and tone of the season.

Our sacred time of worship includes several different activities: singing, listening, praying, and
feasting. This liturgy is enriched by the participation of everyone in the room. All are invited to
speak the bolded text aloud. Some people choose to manifest prayers in physical ways to center
their hearts and minds on God’s presence in their lives and in the worship — we call these actions
“manual acts,” which are listed as follows throughout the bulletin:

(V) Bowing one’s head at Jesus' name reminds us that Jesus is the King of Kings, ruling from a
place of humility.

(+) There are several points during the liturgy, where many people cross themselves by
touching their head, chest, and each shoulder (left then right) to remind themselves that God is
in their head, heart, and in all of their actions in the world.

(+++) At the declaration of the Gospel, many people make the sign of the cross with their
thumb on their forehead, lips, and heart as the Gospel is announced. This action is a prayer
asking God's word to be in our minds, our words, and in our hearts.

Generally speaking, we stand to pray, kneel to confess, and sit to hear. Regardless of what others
are doing, how you physically worship is up to you and how you experience God. Your presence and

participation is what matters most to God.

A Note about the Season After Pentecost (Ordinary Time)

The Season after Pentecost is often called Ordinary Time, and this season connects the Paschal cycle
(the death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus) from the gift of the Holy Spirit to the celebration

of the Second Coming when Christ comes in glory. As theologian Leo Mitcﬁell says, it is “in these
Sundays after Pentecost that we actually live — that is, in the period between the first and final coming
(Advent); but in the liturgy, all of time, past, present, and future, is laid before us to be celebrated in
the mystery of the liturgical year.

Though this is the season in which we live, and it spans the majority of our liturgical year, there is no
such thing as an ordinary day when we are celebrating the sacraments of the risen Lord. The name
"ordinary” comes from the tradition of numbering the assigned readings for these Sundays after
Pentecost (thus: ordinal becomes ordinary). This season’s assigned liturgical color is green, and the
liturgy is celebrated without extreme penitence or glory as in other special seasons. At St. Gregory’s,
we change our liturgical practices periodically through this long season to explore the variety of ways
in which we can experience the Holy Spirit in worship.

Guest priest: Thomas S. Rogers Ill, MDiv, grew up in Oklahoma City and earned a Bachelor of

Arts degree from Texas Christian University and a Master of Divinity degree from Perkins School

of Theology at Southern Methodist University. In his work as a pastoral educator, he draws upon
liberation theology, Bowen family systems theory, Systems-Centered® Training and transformational
learning. Rogers is certified as a Daring WayTM facilitator using Brené Brown’s work.

Cover art: “The mustard seed” by Jen Norton
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We begin our worship
by acknowledging

our participation
together in the Body
of Christ. The Collect
for Purity allows us to
acknowledge that the
ability to celebrate the
liturgy depends on
God’s grace.

The canticles (based on
the Latin canticulum, or
“little song”) are non-
metrical praise songs
that are intended to be
either sung or spoken.

July 30, 2023

LITURGY OF THE WORD

We begin our worship by observing a period of quiet (begun and ended with the
ringing of a bell) to slow ourselves and rest in God's presence.

The people stand, as they are able.

ENTRANCE HYMN
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THE COLLECT FOR PURITY

Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.
Glory to God for ever and ever. Amen.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. (v) Amen.

CANTICLE OF EZEKIEL

| will take you from among all nations;

and gather you from all lands to bring you home.

I will sprinkle clean water upon you;

and purify you from false gods and uncleanness.

A new heart | will give you, and a new spirit put within you.

| will take the stone heart from your chest, and give you a heart of flesh.

I will help you walk in my laws and cherish my commandments and do them.
You shall be my people, and | will be your God.
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During the season after
Pentecost, the collects
cover the wide variety

of human longing
and responsibilities
of the church and
humanity.

We follow a three-year
cycle of readings called
a Lectionary. These are
lessons being heard

in congregations from
many denominations
throughout the world
on this day. The first
reading is from the
Hebrew Scriptures,
which tell us the story
of God’s love and
faithfulness to God’s
people from the
beginning of time to
just before Christ.

The Psalm is a hymn
or poem. The psalms
cover the whole range
of the relationship
between God and
God’s people. The
Book of Psalms, while
a "book” of the Bible,
consists of 150 hymns
intended to be sung.
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy:
Increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that, with you as our ruler and guide, we may

so pass through things temporal, that we lose not the things eternal; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, (v) who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

The people sit.

FIRST READING GENESIS 29:15-28

Laban said to Jacob, “Because you are my kinsman, should you therefore serve me for
nothing? Tell me, what shall your wages be?” Now Laban had two daughters; the name of the
elder was Leah, and the name of the younger was Rachel. Leah’s eyes were lovely, and Rachel
was graceful and beautiful. Jacob loved Rachel; so he said, “I will serve you seven years for
your younger daughter Rachel.” Laban said, "It is better that | give her to you than that |
should give her to any other man; stay with me.” So Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and
they seemed to him but a few days because of the love he had for her.

Then Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my wife that | may go in to her, for my time is
completed.” So Laban gathered together all the people of the place, and made a feast. But
in the evening he took his daughter Leah and brought her to Jacob; and he went in to her.
(Laban gave his maid Zilpah to his daughter Leah to be her maid.) When morning came,

it was Leah! And Jacob said to Laban, “What is this you have done to me? Did | not serve
with you for Rachel? Why then have you deceived me?” Laban said, “This is not done in our
country—giving the younger before the firstborn. Complete the week of this one, and we
will give you the other also in return for serving me another seven years.” Jacob did so, and
completed her week; then Laban gave him his daughter Rachel as a wife.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 105:1-11,45

1 Give thanks to God and call upon God's Name;
make known God's deeds among the peoples.
2 Sing to God, sing praises to God,
and speak of all their marvelous works.
3  Glory in God's holy Name;
let the hearts of those who seek God rejoice.
4 Search for God and God's strength;
continually seek God'’s face.
5 Remember the marvels God has done,
God's wonders and the judgments of their mouth,
6 O offspring of Abraham God's servant,
O children of Jacob God's chosen.



a ST. GREGORY'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

radiates God's grace, equipping all people to change the world.

The Second Lesson

is usually a reading
from one of the New
Testament Epistles

(or letters), though
occasionally from the
Acts of the Apostles or
the Book of Revelation.
They teach us about the
formation of the church
and instruct us on how
to live into our role as
followers of Christ.

July 30, 2023

7 This is Yahweh our God,
whose judgments prevail in all the world.
8 God has always been mindful of the covenant,
the promise God made for a thousand generations:
9 The covenant God made with Abraham,
the oath that God swore to Isaac,
10 Which God established as a statute for Jacob,
an everlasting covenant for Israel,
11 Saying, “To you will | give the land of Canaan
to be your allotted inheritance.”
45 Hallelujah!

THE EPISTLE ROMANS 8:26-39

The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that
very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches the heart, knows

what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will
of God.

We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called
according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed
to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. And
those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also justified; and
those whom he justified he also glorified.

What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He who
did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give
us everything else? Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies.
Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right
hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the love of Christ?
Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is
written,

“For your sake we are being killed all day long;

we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For | am
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things
to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The people stand, as they are able. Children are invited to join the procession in the
aisle for the reading of the Gospel.
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SEQUENCE HYMN  (vs.1 before gospel, vs.2 after)
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Eucharist, there is
always a reading from

a Gospel. We stand to
indicate the importance
we place on Jesus’
words and actions.

The deacon or priest
proclaims the Gospel in
the midst of the people
to represent the Good
News that Jesus has
come among us, and
we all turn toward it.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ. (+++)

Jesus put before the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed
that someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has
grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and
make nests in its branches.”

He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and
mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid;
then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding one
pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of
every kind; when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but
threw out the bad. So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate
the evil from the righteous and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.

“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” And he said to them, “Therefore
every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a
household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The people sit.
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The sermon is meant to
help us make the Word
of God a living and
transforming reality of
our lives today.

In the Nicene Creed,
we respond to the
proclamation of God’s
Word by affirming the
historic faith of the
Church. We “believe”
(from the Latin credere,
literally “to put one’s
heart into”) because
we offer our trust in
the story of God's
creating, redeeming,
and remaining with the
world. "We" believe
because the church

as a whole, the Body
of Christ, carries and
strengthens the faith of
each individual. Also
note that when it is not
capitalized, the word
“catholic” is defined as
universal or inclusive.

The Prayers of the
People are always
responsive, because
everyone gives voice

to the supplications.
We include prayers for
others throughout the
world, in our diocese,
and those connected to
our congregation. This
is the part of the liturgy
where it is most evident
that we would be
noticeably less without
the contributions of
each person present.
We voice prayers from
our parish prayer list, as
well as requests from
the onsite and online
worshippers.
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SERMON The Rev. Thomas S. Rogers, lll, guest priest

A period of quiet is observed to slow ourselves and rest in God’s presence.

The people stand, as they are able.

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, (v) the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, (+)
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

We thank You God for the wonder of Your presence in the world, for the gifts of amazement
and challenge, and for all whose lives have been altered by your power alive in our world.
Amplify the skills and passion of all your people for the sake of delight and nourishment
(prayers of gratitude). God, with grateful hearts,

we give thanks and praise.

Make us eager to protect the health of the vulnerable and nurture the lives of all people.
Give comfort to refugees from war and famine, those who are lonely and frightened, ill,
imprisoned, homeless, or without work (prayers of intercession). God, with grateful hearts,
we give thanks and praise.

We pray for those we love but see no longer, and ask for peace and comfort to their family
and loved ones (prayers for the dead). God, with grateful hearts,
we give thanks and praise.

The Presider offers the concluding collect.

Knowing it is your Holy Spirit who flows through all good things, we give you thanks O God
for all the blessings you bestow on us. Kindle in us the flame of justice and the power of faith
that transforms each one of us and the world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
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In the confession we
admit the ways we
have not lived as we
were created to live,
both individually, and
corporately, and ask
for forgiveness. The
priest declares to us
the wonderful grace of
God's promise of
forgiveness,
reconciliation, and the
absolute remission

of guilt.

The Peace has been
exchanged at the
Eucharist since the time
of the first Christians.

It is a profound act to
offer the miraculous
peace of God to one
another before we join
in communion with
God and each other.

The Offertory is when
we bring our gifts of
bread, wine, money,

and our very selves to

present to the Lord

as our initial act of
thanksgiving. This
collection is a visible
reminder that our whole

lives are God’s, and a

part of what God has

given us we give back in
thanksgiving for all that
we have and all that we
are. The wardens and
vestry have decided

to extend our offering
to Bishop Paula’s
discretionary fund for
one more week. Checks
are payable to “Bishop’s
Discretionary Fund,” or
you can give to her fund

July 30, 2023

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
The people kneel as they are able. Silence will be kept.

God of all mercy,
we confess that we have sinned against you,
opposing your will in our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each other,
in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,
the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf.
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ,
that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.

The people stand as they are able.

THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

The congregation greets each other in the peace of Christ.

The people sit.

PRAYERS FOR BIRTHDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES, AND TRAVELS

OFFERTORY ANTHEM "Children of the Heavenly Father”

trad. Swedish melody, arr. Dan Forrest

Children of the heavenly Father, safely in his bosom gather;

Nestling bird nor star in heaven such a refuge e’er was given.

God his own doth tend and nourish; in his holy courts they flourish;
From all evil things he spares them, in his mighty arms he bears them.
Neither life nor death shall ever from the Lord his children sever,

Unto them his grace he showeth, and their sorrows all he knoweth.
Though he giveth and he taketh, God his children ne’er forsaketh,
His the loving purpose solely to preserve them pure and holy.
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The Eucharist, or THE HOLY COMMUNION
of offering, breaking
bread, and sharing in | The people stand, as they are able.
resurrection. It also | OFFERTORY HYMN
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As Episcopalians, the
Eucharist is the principal
act of worship, in which
we always have a full
proclamation of the
heart of the Gospel.
Celebrating Eucharist

is something we do
together, so we all take
part in the prayers.

The Sanctus (holy, holy,
holy) recalls the words
of the prophet Isaiah,
overwhelmed by the
presence of God in the
sanctuary, and these
words were sung by
the people as Jesus
entered Jerusalem

on Palm Sunday. The
Sanctus reminds us that
this is an offering of the
whole creation, which
joins in singing these
praises.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give God thanks and praise.

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From
before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all
things into being: sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing.

You made us in your image, and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you,
and wandered far away; and yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not forget us.
Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love. And so this day we join

with saints and angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity, lifting our voices to
magnify you as we sing:

SANCTUS
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The Great Amen is the
only word in our Book
of Common Prayer that
is in all capital letters. It
emphasizes that we all
join together in asking
Jesus to be present in
the bread and wine,

in boldly affirming our
desire to receive God.
It is appropriate to say
this with enthusiasm!

The Lord’s Prayer is the
prayer that Jesus gave
to his followers when
they asked him to teach
them to pray. It links

our daily bread to the
spiritual food we receive
in the Eucharist.

The Fraction recalls
Jesus breaking the
bread at the Last
Supper to share with
the disciples, and
reminds us that Jesus’
body was broken on
the cross for us to be
shared with the world.
Therefore we keep a
moment of silence

for prayers of awe and
gratitude.
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Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin
and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your
willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God. Living
among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and
proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself, yet we were
heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross
the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you.

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave
thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” As supper was ending, Jesus took the
cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you:
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and
risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and
ourselves, a living sacrifice. Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body
and Blood of Christ. Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation,
the Body of Christ given for the world you have made. In the fullness of time bring us,

with St. Gregory and all your saints, from every tribe and language and people and nation, to
feast at the banquet prepared from the foundation of the world.

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, (v) in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be
honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

BREAKING OF THE BREAD

The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread.
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you take a - way the sins of the world: grant

us peace.
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INVITATION

All are welcome at the Lord’s table. Baptized Christians, regardless of denomination or age, are
invited to receive Holy Communion. Gluten-free bread is available; please ask the clergy. Receiving
the bread only is full communion in the body of Christ, so if you choose to not receive the wine, you
may cross your arms over your chest as you pass the Eucharistic Minister, or take a cup of consecrated
juice.

To receive communion, hold out your hands and you will be given the bread. Then take a cup of wine
or juice from the Eucharistic Minister, move to the next tray, consume the bread and wine there, put
the empty cup in the tray, and return to your seat.

Anyone who has not been baptized, or for other reasons desires a blessing instead of Communion is
invited to come forward, and cross your arms over your chest to indicate your desire for a blessing.
If you seek a deeper relationship with Christ through baptism, please speak with a priest after the
service.

COMMUNION HYMN

N # ,
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(g " - - [ ] [ [ b [ ] P - ° . -
1 Hum - bly I a - dore thee, Ver - 1 - ty un - seen,
2 Taste and touch and vi - sion to dis - cern thee (fail;
3 O me - mo - rial won - drous of the Lord’s own death;
4 Je - sus, whom now hid - den, I by faith be - hold,
n#
g ia - - |
{(7<— o —— O —» o I
\Q)U p I ) & Py - 7
who  thy glo - ry hid - est ’'neath these sha - dows mean;
faith, that comes by hear - ing, pierc - es through the veil.
liv - ing Bread that giv - est all thy  crea - tures breath,
what my  soul doth long for, that thy word fore - told:
H_# ,
\Q)u . ) =S
lo, to  thee sur - ren - dered, my whole heart is bowed,
I be - lieve what - e’er the Son of God hath told;
grant my  spi - rit ev - er by thy life may live,
face to  face thy splen -  dor, I at  last shall see,
O 4
A4
[ £aw W11 P
\;)\} & . L4 ® o ® ® . o o 4 (7
tranced as it be - holds thee, shrined with - in the cloud.
what the Truth hath spo - ken, that for truth I hold.
to my taste thy sweet - ness mnev - er - fail - ing give.
in the glo - rious vi - sion, bless - ed Lord, of thee.
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COMMUNION HYMN
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1.0 Lord my when in  awe -some  won-der Con -sid - er
2. When through the wmdn and fnr est glades | wan -der And hear the
3. And  when 1 think that God, his Son  not  spar-ing, Sent him 1o

4, When Christ shall come with shout of ac - cla - ma-tion And take me
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l.all  the worlds® thy handshave made,— 1 see the stars | hear the roll - ing*
2. birds singsweet - ly  in  the trees,— When | look down from loft - y moun-tain
3. die, I scarce can take it in, That on the cross, my bur-den glad - ly

4. home,what joy shall fill my heart! _ Then I shall bow in hum-ble ad - o-
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l. thun - der, Thy pow'r through - out the u - ni-verse dis - played.
2. gran -deur, And hear  the brook and feel the gen - tle breere.
3. bear - ing. He bled and died tw take a - way my sin
4.ra - tion, And there pro - claim, my God how great thou  an.
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Then sings my  soul, my Sav - ior, God, o Thee: . How great Thou

art,— how great Thou  an! Then sings my  soul, my Sav - ior, God, w0
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Thee:——  How great Thow  art, how great Thow am!
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The Prayer for Spiritual
Communion articulates
a hunger for unity with
Jesus Christ when

you cannot physically
receive the Body and
Blood of Christ. This
prayer connects

the one(s) praying with
the reception of Holy
Communion. Those
worshipping online are
invited to say this prayer
as those onsite receive
Communion.

After Communion, we
give thanks for being
part of the communion
of God’s lite and for
being fed so that we
may go out to feed
and serve others in our
world.

One of the roles of the
priest is to declare the
eternal truth of God's
ever-present blessing to
God'’s people.

July 30, 2023

PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION

(for those worshipping remotely)

In union, gracious God, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church where the Holy
Eucharist is now being celebrated, we offer to you praise and thanksgiving. We remember
your death, O Christ; we proclaim your resurrection; we await your coming in glory. Since we
cannot receive you today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, we beseech you to come
spiritually into our hearts. Cleanse and strengthen us with your grace, Lord Jesus, (v) and let
us never be separated from you. May we live in you, and you in us, in this life and in the life
to come. Amen.

SENDING OF EUCHARISTIC VISITORS (when appropriate)

We send you out to share Communion this week.
May you carry the prayers of all of us as you take this sacrament of Christ’s presence.
May those who receive it from you be strengthened and encouraged in that community we
have together in our Lord Jesus Christ. (v) Amen.

The people stand, as they are able.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray.

God of abundance,

you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation;

you have united us with Christ and one another;

and you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on earth.
Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit,

that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world

and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. (v) Amen.

The people sit.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

The people stand, as they are able.

May God'’s blessing be with you,
Christ's peace be with you,
and the Spirit's outpouring be with you, now and always. (+) Amen.

1
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EXIT HYMN
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1 Spread, O spread, thou might - y word, spread the king-dom  of the Lord,

4 word of how the Spi - rit came  bring-ing peace in Je - sus’ name;
5 Word of life, most pure and strong, word for which the na - tions long,
Having heard | J J
the Gospel and . | i | 0| P| | J i .l 4 ()l
having been fed at - # — » j I‘ 2] ! | o | - ?I’ —
communion, the final ' r ]' ' | ' ' | ! ' | [’
act of our common
worship is the ) . . i i , ] , ] i ,
Dismissal. Itis notan | HeS e E— | | ] | ! P ! I I !
afterthought, but an o f ﬂf ~ (h)f ? f ir F’
integral part of the r r r r r f
service. Jesus’ final 1 that to earth’s re - mot - est bound all may heed the joy - ful sound;
action on earth was 4 how his nev - er - fail - ing love guides us on to heaven a - bove.
to send his followers 5 spread a-broad, un - til from night all the world a - wakes to light.
into the world to make | | | i i i | | | N
disciples, baptizing and 3 Tom— 3! ‘! i 4 o L4 » » ”- o
teaching them to obey | 2  —— ] | = . y — — 7
all he had commanded. ' | g ‘ ' ' ! f ! ! ! I I
And so we are sent
out into the world to
proclaim the Good L.
News and be Christs | The Deacon dismisses the people, and the people respond,
hands and feet on
earth. | Thanks be to God.
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GREAT AGAIN SOLD TREASURE ~ BOUGHT
KINGDOM FIELD JOY FOUND HIDDEM

VALUE ALL HEAVEN MAN PEARLS
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Parables
of the

?ifﬂd“,

Hidden Treasure and e Pear|

When he found one of great value, he went away and sold
everything he had and bought it. Matthew 13:46 (NIV)
Look at the numbered clues, determine the correct word,
and write that word in the spiral puzzle, Each numberad
square will begin a new word.

July 30, 2023

1. Something of great value;
gold, silver, or jewels, for
example

2. Asmall, shiny, hard ball that

/ % /
/
o g\
\§ g,
N 4
4 \

5 4
I B N

\

5. Gave something in exchange / \ /
& T::n:tnw r country ruled b \
akngorqueen JisianN

forms inside some oysters 7. An adult male human / / /
3. Afeeling of great happiness 8. The worth of something in
4. Toputin a place where money , WAy
something cannot be seen or
found (past tense)
VALUE PEARL HID KINGDOM
TREASURE MAN SOLD JOY
= 7 TR / L(
mlla N 7 \//\\
o e s|B[1[E[L[H]F[olclulwM[¥[J[P[G]Z]T[V]X|R[QTATN[D]K
== === [ 1123|456 7|89 [10{11]12[13]14|15/16{17| 18] 10|20/ 212223 24|25|26
ACROSS DOWN
3. The brother of Rebekah and 1. The younger daughter of Laban 1 14-23-8.82
father of Fiachel and Lash 2. The number of years Jacob 3 52327334
4. To trick or cheat someone agreed to work for Rachel :
6. A period of 365 days 3. The older daughter of Laban 3. 2-23-96-2345
7. The son of Isaac and Rebekah 5. To perform labor & B
DECEIVE LABAN TYEAR WORK 5 25-23-10-16-85-18-4-211
JACOB RACHAEL SEVEN LEAH
6 11-8-21-26
7. 1419424
B 13-4-23-21-1

9. 254-9-4-3-19-4-25

10. 5-8-194
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Summer Sessions with Shelley
The last session will be held at 11:00 am on Saturday, August 5 at De Oro cafe. Bring your money for ice
cream and we will be discussing what God wants for us and how we can decipher it. All students from éth

grade and up are welcome to join. Because we are getting ice cream, we will end at 12:15.

Back to School - August 16!
It's almost time for the children to go back to school! One of the most joyous
6 ways we support the community at St Gregory’s is to greet the children on our
corner of Deerfield and Wilmot Roads on the first day of school! There are
ki neighborhood children who look forward to getting their first day of school
\ \ picture taken on our corner every year. This year school starts on August 16.
il Volunteers should arrive between 7:00 - 7:30 am and we should be finished by
Q%‘j % approximately 8:30. Please contact Suzann Sladcik at suzsladcik@gmail.com
' O if you can volunteer. And if you want to donate to help pay for donut holes,
B bottled water, or backpack stickers, please click the donate button on our
website (list it under “other” with a note of “back to school”) or send a check

to the church with “back to school” in the memo.
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Blessing of the Backpacks
On Sunday, August 20, bring your backpacks, briefcases, knitting bags, or bookbags
to be blessed during our regular Sunday service!

Community Meals - thank you!

On July 23, St. Gregory's volunteers including Joan and Dee West, Alex and
Winona Thomas, Jack Alix (from Trinity - Highland Park), Janet and Bill Foltz, and
Barbara, Matthew and Scott Schaper, who all prepared lunch for 125 hungry
guests. Cookies were made by Elizabeth Hamilton, Kirstie Felland, and Sally Holtz.

Our next time to serve is Sunday, August 27th at 12 noon. We will also need people to help bake cookies.
Please contact Barb Schaper at bschaper7@aol.com or 847-948-8989 if you are able to help us with this

much needed ministry.

By the way... what exactly is “Better Together”?

The Better Together partnership consists of four congregations in the Diocese of Chicago - St. Elisabeth’s,
St. Gregory'’s, St. Lawrence, and Trinity Episcopal Churches. This collaboration works together to expand
our understanding of congregation and community by exploring innovative ways to do church in the world.
We collaborate on worship and pastoral care, play and pray together, jointly support a refugee ministry and
other outreach programs, and are creating new models for formation and leadership development.

So anytime you hear StGs use “Better Together,” it means that we're doing this particular activity/worship
service/formation/etc. in conjunction with our partner parishes!



