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The First Sunday of Advent
    November 27, 2022

Welcome to St Gregory’s

If you are visiting, we invite you to take a Welcome Card from the pew holder, and if you are willing, fill it out 
and put it in the offering plate or give it to a greeter so that we might thank you for worshipping with us. All 
are truly welcome to participate in worship, and we believe our community is made stronger by your unique 
presence as we join in prayer and communion.

Our Worship

In the Episcopal Church, we often say that praying shapes believing, so how we worship in word and action 
shapes how we believe and respond to God. We are physical creatures made in God’s image, and the physical 
nature of our worship helps us to connect more fully to God. Therefore, at St. Gregory’s, we change our liturgy 
during each liturgical season to help us more fully embrace the theology and tone of the season.

Our sacred time of worship includes several different activities: singing, listening, praying, and feasting. This 
liturgy is enriched by the participation of everyone in the room. All are invited to speak the bolded text 
aloud. Some people choose to manifest prayers in physical ways to center their hearts and minds on God’s 
presence in their lives and in the worship – we call these actions “manual acts,” which are listed as follows 
throughout the bulletin: 

(v) Bowing one’s head at Jesus’ name reminds us that Jesus is the King of Kings, ruling from a place of 
humility.

(+) There are several points during the liturgy, where many people cross themselves by touching their 
head, chest, and each shoulder (left then right) to remind themselves that God is in their head, heart, 
and in all of their actions in the world. 

(+++) At the declaration of the Gospel, many people make the sign of the cross with their thumb on 
their forehead, lips, and heart as the Gospel is announced. This action is a prayer asking God’s word to 
be in our minds, our words, and in our hearts. 

Generally speaking, we stand to pray, kneel to confess, and sit to hear. Regardless of what others are 
doing, how you physically worship is up to you and how you experience God. Your presence and participation 
is what matters most to God.

A Note about the Season of Advent

During Advent, our liturgical color at St. Gregory’s is blue, and you will see this reflected in the vestments
(special clothing worn by clergy), and on the altar and pulpit hangings. An Advent wreath decorates our
worship space, a custom that can be traced back to German tradition. Over time, people have assigned 
meaning to each of the four candles, and many argue about what color they should be. Liturgical scholar 
Patrick Malloy reminds us, “The principle symbolism of the wreath is the dispelling of darkness as an
additional candle is lighted each week, not the color of the candles.”

Because this is a season of preparation, we prepare our hearts, minds, and souls to meet Jesus face to face.
We build space into our liturgy to examine the coming of Christ, and to make space in our lives for how Christ
will change us. Therefore, we have several periods of silence during our worship, to slow down in this season
the world insists on filling with stress and noise, and draw us back into the presence of God. You are invited to 
observe the sacred silence in any way that settles your soul in God’s presence: praying, breathing, doodling, or 
just watching the candles flicker in anticipation.

In this season, it is our hope that our worship will give us a new appreciation of Christ’s presence in our lives, 
and new words to express our longing for and appreciation of God come among us.
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We begin our worship 
by gathering together 
as the body of Christ, 

and acknowledging our 
participation together 
in the Body of Christ. 

The Presider invites 
us to praise God 

together. The Collect 
for Purity allows us to 
acknowledge that the 

ability to celebrate the 
liturgy depends on 

God’s grace.

The First Sunday of Advent
    November 27, 2022

THE WORD OF GOD

We begin our worship by observing a period of quiet (begun and ended with the 
ringing of a bell) to slow ourselves and rest in God’s presence.

The people stand, as they are able. All are invited to speak the bolded text aloud.

ENTRANCE HYMN

 

OPENING ACCLAMATION & COLLECT FOR PURITY

The priest chants and the people sing the responses.

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and blessed be God’s kingdom,

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. (v) 
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We follow a three-year 
cycle of readings called 
a Lectionary. These are 

lessons being heard 
in congregations from 
many denominations 
throughout the world 

on this day. The first 
reading is from the 
Hebrew Scriptures, 

which tell us the story 
of God’s love and 

faithfulness to God’s 
people from the 

beginning of time to 
just before Christ.

We are invited to pray, 
and then the collect 
collects our prayers 
together in a single 

concluding prayer 
tailored toward the 

church season. In this 
season of Advent, we 
are called to prepare 

our hearts to be places 
where the Christ child 

could be born anew 
and find a welcome 

home.

The First Sunday of Advent
    November 27, 2022

This Advent season, our 
Song of Praise is the 

Magnificat, Mary’s song 
of God’s promise.

SONG OF PRAISE

The cantor chants and the people respond with the sung antiphon.

Antiphon

From this day all generations will call me blessed: 
the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name.
He has mercy on those who fear him in every generation.
He has shown the strength of his arm, he has scattered the proud in their conceit.
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, and has lifted up the lowly. Antiphon
He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent away empty.
He has come to the help of his servant Israel, for he has remembered his promise of mercy,
The promise he made to our fathers, to Abraham and his children forever. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. Antiphon

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.
And also with you. 
Let us pray.

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of 
light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great 
humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both 
the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The people sit.

 
FIRST READING                                           ISAIAH 2:1-5

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

In days to come
     the mountain of the Lord’s house
shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
     and shall be raised above the hills;
all the nations shall stream to it.
     Many peoples shall come and say,
‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
     to the house of the God of Jacob;
that he may teach us his ways
     and that we may walk in his paths.’
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The Psalm is a hymn
or poem. The psalms 

cover the whole range 
of the relationship 
between God and 
God’s people. The 

Book of Psalms, while 
a “book” of the Bible, 
consists of 150 hymns 
intended to be sung.

The Second Lesson 
is usually a reading 

from one of the New 
Testament Epistles 
(or letters), though 

occasionally from the 
Acts of the Apostles or 
the Book of Revelation. 

They teach us about the 
formation of the church 
and instruct us on how 
to live into our role as 

followers of Christ.

The First Sunday of Advent
    November 27, 2022

For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,
     and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
He shall judge between the nations,
     and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into ploughshares,
     and their spears into pruning-hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
     neither shall they learn war any more.
O house of Jacob, 
     come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

 
PSALM 122

Chanted by the cantor.

1  I was glad when they said to me, 
    “Let us go to the house of God.”
2  Now our feet are standing 
    within your gates.
3  Jerusalem is a city at unity.
4  To which the tribes go up, the tribes of Israel, 
    to praise the Name of God.
5  For there are the thrones of judgment in David’s house.
6  Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: 
    “May they prosper who love you.
7  Peace be within your walls 
    and quietness in your towers.
8  For my people and companions’ sake, 
    I pray for your prosperity.
9  Because of the house of our God, 
    I will seek to do you good.”

THE EPISTLE                                          ROMANS 13:11-14

You know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation 
is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let 
us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us live honorably 
as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in 
quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the 
flesh, to gratify its desires.

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

The people stand, as they are able. Children are invited to join the procession in the 
aisle for the reading of the Gospel. 
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The sermon is meant to 
help us make the Word 

of God a living and 
transforming reality of 

our lives today.

During the Holy 
Eucharist, there is 

always a reading from
a Gospel. We stand to 

indicate the importance 
we place on Jesus’ 
words and actions. 

The deacon or priest 
proclaims the Gospel in 
the midst of the people 
to represent the Good 

News that Jesus has 
come among us, and 
we all turn toward it.

The First Sunday of Advent
    November 27, 2022

SEQUENCE HYMN 

THE GOSPEL                     MATTHEW 24:36-44

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, (v) according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ. (+++)

Jesus said to the disciples, “But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels 
of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the 
coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days before the flood they were eating and 
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew 
nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of 
Man. Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. Two women will be 
grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. Keep awake therefore, for you 
do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner of the house 
had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and 
would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of 
Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”

The Gospel of our Lord.  
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The people sit.

SERMON                             The Rev. Anne B. Jolly, Rector

 
A period of quiet (begun and ended with the ringing of a bell) is observed to slow 
ourselves and rest in God’s presence.

The people stand, as they are able.
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In the Nicene Creed,
we respond to the 

proclamation of God’s 
Word by affirming the 

historic faith of the 
Church. We “believe” 

(from the Latin credere, 
literally “to put one’s 
heart into”) because 
we offer our trust in 

the story of God’s 
creating, redeeming, 

and remaining with the 
world. “We” believe 
because the church 

as a whole, the Body 
of Christ, carries and 

strengthens the faith of 
each individual.

The Prayers of the 
People are always 

responsive, because 
everyone gives voice 
to the supplications. 

We include prayers for 
others throughout the 
world, in our diocese, 

and those connected to 
our congregation. This 

is the part of the liturgy 
where it is most evident 

that we would be 
noticeably less without 

the contributions of 
each person present. 

We voice prayers from 
our parish prayer list, as 

well as requests from 
the onsite and online 

worshippers.

The First Sunday of Advent
    November 27, 2022

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, (v) the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
 true God from true God, begotten, not made,
 of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 
 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human.
	 For	our	sake	he	was	crucified	under	Pontius	Pilate;
 he suffered death and was buried.
	 On	the	third	day	he	rose	again	in	accordance	with	the	Scriptures;	
 he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
	 who	with	the	Father	and	the	Son	is	worshiped	and	glorified,
 who has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, (+) 
 and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Awake to the presence of Christ, let us be awake, alert, watchful in prayer, saying:
Come, Emmanuel, God-with-us.

That the church may be a faithful beacon lighting the way to God’s holy mountain, we pray:
Come, Emmanuel, God-with-us.

That nations suffering the tribulation of war and the scourge of illness may receive
support and find restoration, we pray:
Come, Emmanuel, God-with-us.

That all who observe World AIDS Day this week and those who live with HIV and
AIDS, and all those touched by sickness, may have courage to raise their heads in hope,
including those we now name (prayers for the sick, sad, lonely or afraid), we pray:
Come, Emmanuel, God-with-us.

That we may be prophetic heralds of the coming day of peace, (prayers of joy and gratitude), 
we pray:
Come, Emmanuel, God-with-us.

That God may remember the faithful dead and restore them to life on the day of
salvation, including those we now name (prayers for the dead or the dying), we pray:
Come, Emmanuel, God-with-us.

Hear us, saving God, and open our eyes and hearts to Christ’s coming, that we may be awake 
to your presence among us as we prepare for our Savior’s return, for Christ lives and reigns
for ever and ever. (v) Amen.
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The Peace has been 
exchanged at the 

Eucharist since the time 
of the first Christians. 
It is a profound act to 

offer the miraculous 
peace of God to one 

another before we join 
in communion with

God and each other.

In the confession we
admit the ways we

have not lived as we
were created to live,

both individually, and
corporately, and ask
for forgiveness. The
priest declares to us

the wonderful grace of
God’s promise of

forgiveness, 
reconciliation, and the 

absolute remission
of guilt.

The First Sunday of Advent
    November 27, 2022

Almighty God, You who called the universe into being, You who formed our inmost being 
and called us to be your people: assist us in living hopefully into the future. In the face 
of change, help us to set fears aside and to recognize our potential for creative response 
because we are made in your image. Help us to guard against our own defensiveness when 
confronted by changes and challenges, and instead listen to your still, small voice, and to 
lean toward your hope. Be with us as we remember and celebrate former times, and keep us 
from unreasonable yearning for them, which takes us from the work you have set before us in 
this time. All this we ask in the name of your Child, our Savior, Jesus Christ. (v) Amen.

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence will be kept. 

Merciful God, we have sinned
in what we have thought and said,
in the wrong we have done 
and in the good we have not done.
We have sinned in ignorance:
we have sinned in weakness:
we have sinned through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry. 
We repent and turn to you.
Forgive us, for our Savior Christ’s sake,
and renew our lives to the glory of your name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, (v) 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen.

THE PEACE                                 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you.

The congregation greets each other in the peace of Christ.
 
The people sit. 

PRAYERS FOR BIRTHDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES, AND TRAVELS
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The Eucharist, or 
Communion, is the act 

of offering, breaking 
bread, and sharing in 

Christ’s life, death, and 
resurrection. It also 

reminds us that we are 
Christ’s body in our 

world today.

As Episcopalians, the 
Eucharist is the principal 
act of worship, in which 

we always have a full 
proclamation of the 
heart of the Gospel. 

Celebrating Eucharist 
is something we do 

together, so we all take 
part in the prayers.

The Offertory is when 
we bring our gifts of 
bread, wine, money, 

and our very selves to 
present to the Lord 
as our initial act of 
thanksgiving. This 

collection is a visible 
reminder that our whole 

lives are God’s, and a 
part of what God has 

given us we give back 
in thanksgiving for all 
that we have and all 

that we are. You can use 
this QR code to give to 

StGs online.

The First Sunday of Advent
    November 27, 2022

OFFERTORY ANTHEM        “Walk in Light”
    by Karen Marrolli

And we shall study war no more.  
Come, O people, O come and walk in the light of the Lord.
And we shall walk the paths of peace.
Come, O people, O come and walk in the light of the Lord.
The night is far spent; the day is at hand.
And we shall study war no more.  
Come, O people, O come and walk in the light of the Lord.
(Dona nobis pacem [grant us peace])
So let us cast off the works of night so we may wear a Shield of Day.  
Come, O people, O come and walk in the light of the Lord - evermore and evermore. 
And we shall walk in paths of peace.
Come, O people, O come and walk in the light of the Lord.

THE HOLY COMMUNION

The people stand, as they are able.

OFFERTORY HYMN          

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

It is a right and good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth; because you sent your beloved Son to redeem 
us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall 
come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear 
rejoice to behold his appearing. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the 
glory of your Name: 
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The Sanctus (holy, holy, 
holy) recalls the words 
of the prophet Isaiah, 
overwhelmed by the 

presence of God in the 
sanctuary, and these 

words were sung by the 
people as Jesus entered 

Jerusalem on Palm 
Sunday. The Sanctus 

reminds us that this is 
an offering of the whole 
creation, which joins in 
singing these praises.

SANCTUS

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to 
us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 
prophets; and above all in Jesus Christ, (v) the Word made flesh. 

For in these last days you sent Jesus to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior 
and Redeemer of the world. In Christ, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy 
to stand before you. In Christ, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into 
righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my 
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance 
of me.” Therefore, according to his command, O God,

We remember Christ’s death, 
We proclaim Christ’s resurrection, 
We	await	Christ’s	coming	in	glory;	

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, 
from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us in the sacrifice 
of Jesus Christ, (v) through whom we are acceptable to you, being sanctified by the Holy 
Spirit. (+) In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us 
to that heavenly country where, with the Blessed Virgin Mary, St Gregory, and all your saints, 
we may enter the everlasting heritage of your children; through Jesus Christ our Savior, the 
firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.



By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, (v) in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory 
is yours, Almighty God, now and for ever. 

 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE FRACTION 

The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread.

INVITATION

All are welcome at the Lord’s table. Baptized Christians, regardless of denomination or 
age, are invited to receive Holy Communion. Gluten-free bread is available; please ask the 
clergy. Receiving the bread only is full communion in the body of Christ, so if you choose to 
not receive the wine, you may cross your arms over your chest as you pass the Eucharistic 
Minister, or take a cup of consecrated juice.

To receive communion, hold out your hands and you will be given the bread. Then take a cup 
of wine or juice from the Eucharistic Minister, move to the next tray, consume the bread and 
wine there, put the empty cup in the tray, and replace your mask before returning to your 
seat.

Anyone who has not been baptized, or for other reasons desires to receive a blessing instead 
of Communion is invited to come forward, and cross your arms over your chest to indicate 
your desire for a blessing. If you seek a deeper relationship with Christ through baptism, 
please speak with a priest after the service.
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The Lord’s Prayer is the 
prayer that Jesus gave 

to his followers when 
they asked him to teach 

them to pray. It links 
our daily bread to the 

spiritual food we receive 
in the Eucharist.

The Fraction recalls 
Jesus breaking the 

bread at the Last 
Supper to share with 

the disciples, and 
reminds us that Jesus’ 

body was broken on 
the cross for us to be 

shared with the world. 
Therefore we keep a 

moment of silence
for prayers of awe and 

gratitude.

The Great Amen is the 
only word in our Book 

of Common Prayer that 
is in all capital letters. It 
emphasizes that we all 
join together in asking 
Jesus to be present in 

the bread and wine,
in boldly affirming our 
desire to receive God. 

It is appropriate to sing 
this with enthusiasm!

The First Sunday of Advent
    November 27, 2022



COMMUNION HYMN 

PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION    (for those worshipping remotely) 

In union, gracious God, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church where the Holy 
Eucharist is now being celebrated, we offer to you praise and thanksgiving. We remember 
your death, O Christ; we proclaim your resurrection; we await your coming in glory. Since 
we cannot receive you today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, we beseech you to 
come spiritually into our hearts. Cleanse and strengthen us with your grace, Lord Jesus, (v) 
and let us never be separated from you. May we live in you, and you in us, in this life and in 
the life to come. Amen.

The people stand, as they are able.

ST. GREGORY’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
radiates God’s grace, equipping all people to change the world.

The Prayer for Spiritual 
Communion articulates 
a hunger for unity with 

Jesus Christ when 
you cannot physically 
receive the Body and 
Blood of Christ. This 

prayer connects
the one(s) praying with 

the reception of Holy 
Communion. Those 

worshipping online are 
invited to say this prayer 

as those onsite receive 
Communion.10

The First Sunday of Advent
    November 27, 2022



SENDING OF EUCHARISTIC VISITORS    (when appropriate)

We send you out to share Communion this week. 
May you carry the prayers of all of us as you take this sacrament of Christ’s presence. 

May those who receive it from you be strengthened and encouraged in that community we 
have together in our Lord Jesus Christ. (v) Amen.  
 
Let us pray. 

God	of	abundance,	you	have	fed	us	with	the	bread	of	life	and	cup	of	salvation;	you	
have	united	us	with	Christ	and	one	another;	and	you	have	made	us	one	with	all	your	
people in heaven and on earth. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we 
may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue for ever in the risen life 
of Christ our Savior. (v) Amen. 

The people sit. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The people stand, as they are able.

BLESSING

May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came among us in great humility, 
sanctify you with the light of God’s blessing and set you free from all sin.  
Amen. 

May Jesus, whose second Coming in power and great glory we await, make you steadfast in 
faith, joyful in hope, and constant in love.  
Amen. 

May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at Christ’s second Advent be 
rewarded with unending life.  
Amen. 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, (+) be upon you 
and remain with you for ever.  
Amen.  

ST. GREGORY’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
radiates God’s grace, equipping all people to change the world.

After Communion, we 
give thanks for being 

part of the communion 
of God’s life and for 

being fed so that we 
may go out to feed 

and serve others in our 
world.

One of the roles of the 
priest is to declare the 
eternal truth of God’s 

ever-present blessing to 
God’s people.
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EXIT HYMN 

   

The Deacon dismisses the people, and the people respond,

Thanks be to God!
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Having heard 
the Gospel and 

having been fed at 
communion, the final 

act of our common 
worship is the Dismissal. 
It is not an afterthought, 

but an integral part of 
the service. Jesus’ final 

action on earth was 
to send his followers 

into the world to make 
disciples, baptizing and 
teaching them to obey 

all he had commanded. 
And so we are sent 

out into the world to 
proclaim the Good 

News and be Christ’s 
hands and feet on 

earth.



ST. GREGORY’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
radiates God’s grace, equipping all people to change the world.

The First Sunday of Advent
    November 27, 2022



ST. GREGORY’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
radiates God’s grace, equipping all people to change the world.

The First Sunday of Advent
    November 27, 2022

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Christmas	flowers	and	music!	If you are interested in donating to the altar music/flower fund for Christmas, please 
fill out an envelope supplied at the church or if you prefer, contact Charlene at parish@stgregoryschurch.org.  

Better Together formation continues! Looking for a deeper encounter with God this Advent season? A chance 
to intentionally put the holy back into what might be a hectic holiday season? A month-long retreat in the midst of 
everyday life? Father Adam Spencer from St. Elisabeth’s will lead a four week series - “ Spirituality in Advent “ - on 
Wednesday evenings on Zoom this Advent season for our partner parishes. Inspired by the Spiritual Exercises of Saint 
Ignatius of Loyola, we will journey deeper into our faith and our relationship with God through Scripture, imagination, 
prayer, and conversation together. There is no book to purchase or read although further reading on Saint Ignatius, 
the Exercises, and Ignatian Spirituality can be made available upon request. One-on-one conversation and spiritual 
direction with Adam will be available between sessions, as well,if desired. We will meet Wednesdays on Zoom at 
7pm on November 30th and December 7th, 14th and 21st. This course will replace the Poetry of Advent course 
previously advertised and will use the same Zoom link.

Community Meals - thank you to all who participated! Volunteers from St. Gregory’s prepared and served a hot 
meal to our neighbors in Waukegan. Many thanks to Charlotte and Nessa Doniger, who were a big help filling bags 
with food, putting lids on hot food and doing the dishes. Thanks also to Melissa and Rafe Orsi who helped fill bags, 
cooked the vegetables, helped fill the hot food containers and moved the coolers to the serving area upstairs.  Thanks 
to Janet Foltz who purchased all the food, brought everything we needed for our meal and handed out lunches, Bill 
Foltz her helpful husband, Scott Schaper, cook extraordinaire, Matthew Schaper who organized the bag fillers and was 
an all-around helper, and Barb Schaper who cut the onions, green peppers and celery and helped pack bags, and fill 
hot trays. Thanks to our bakers, Debbie Kinjo, Kim Baer, and Cissy Singleton who made delicious cookies. Our next 
turn to serve is -Sunday, January 1, 2023.  We invite everyone who can to take on this ministry. Please contact Barb 
Schaper at 847-948-8989 or bschaper7@aol.com for more information.

Christmas worship  Christmas worship  
           with StGs
  Christmas Eve at 4pm
  Intergenerational festive Eucharist with brass quintet, timpani,  
  choir, and flowers. This service will be onsite and online via Zoom  
  and Facebook Live.

  Christmas Day at 9:30am
  Christmas is on a Sunday this year! Come as you are for this  
  celebration of Christ’s birth with Eucharist – onsite and  
  online via Zoom and Facebook Live.


